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Introduction 

 
 “How can my young daughter be saved?”, a mother asked me one 
night at Bible Club.  I then began to tell her about my experiences of 
young children finding Jesus.  I believe that young children can 
experience God and enter into a saving relationship with Jesus.   
I, myself accepted Jesus as my Savior at the age of four.  My son was 
saved after a conversation about the cross with his father when he was 
four years old and my daughter was saved after discussing a lesson she 
had heard in Sunday school at the age of three.  My husband was 
actually saved in Sunday school at the age of five.  Our family is a 
testimony to the fact that Jesus reaches out to young children.   
 Experience alone is not enough evidence for forming theology; 
therefore, we must look to scripture to discover how God interacts with 
children.  When we look to the Bible we see several stories of how God 
uses children.  The story of Samuel comes to mind.  He was a young boy 
who became a messenger for God.  What about Josiah?  He became the 
leader of God’s people as a boy.  Think of the three Hebrew children who 
not only served God, but were willing to risk death in order to remain 
obedient to him.  The New Testament shows us that God values children 
when, “Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these (Matthew 9:14 
NIV)."  Clearly, God values and interacts with children and we too should 
interact with children and teach them about the love of Jesus. When we 
evangelize and disciple children, we can make a lasting impact on their 
lives. 
 Teaching children about Jesus is a valuable form of Evangelism.  I 
know a little girl who was so interested in God that she stole a Bible from 
a church. This little girl was not from a Christian family.  Her curiosity and 
the church’s children’s ministry lead her to Jesus.  Later, as an adult she 
became a children’s pastor because she saw the value in reaching out to 
kids.  I know another little girl that I lead to Jesus.  She was so excited 
about God that she began to insist that her entire family go to church.   
We may never know the full extent to which the kingdom of God can 
expand because of our willingness to evangelize children.   

Children also need discipleship.  Young children have an 
incredible capacity to learn, if we can relate information to them in a way 
that captures their attention.  I know a man in his seventies that still 
remembers the Bible lessons he heard in Sunday school as a small boy.  
 I am so grateful that I found Jesus as a young child.  I had the 
convictions of the Holy Sprit that kept me from many of the wrong 
choices and pain that teenagers and young adults often face.  While I will 
admit that my parents had a huge impact on my forming and maintaining 
a relationship with Jesus, I must also admit that the church greatly 
influenced my walk with God.  I built positive memories of my time at 
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church.  I can still remember the faces and the testimonies of my Sunday 
school and Bible club teachers.  I was called to be a missionary at the 
age of seven in a Bible club meeting. I can remember more of the stories 
that I learned in Sunday school than the sermons I’ve heard as an adult.  
Not that I don’t appreciate a good sermon, but as a child I was able to 
retain more of what I heard.  Truly, the church played a formative roll in 
my development as a Christian throughout my life. 
 It is my hope that in sharing my story and some of the stories of 
others that you will be inspired to impact the lives of the young children in 
your church.  Teaching children, even children as young as two years 
old, is a worthwhile endeavor.  Children can learn and experience God.  
They can come to a saving knowledge of Jesus and even hear his voice 
speaking to them. This is why Michelle and I created this curriculum. We 
did not want a lack of resources to keep people from sharing the love of 
Jesus with small children.  We hope that you find this curriculum useful 
and fun!  As you minister to children watch as they begin to see who 
really is this Jesus of the Bible.  My experience in children’s ministry has 
been challenging, exciting, and a blessing and it is my prayer that your 
adventure in ministry will be the same.  
 
Blessings, 
Lindsey Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 4 

 
Getting Started 

 
 When setting up a Sunday school or Bible club one must keep in 
mind who the participants will be and what the goal of the Sunday school/ 
Bible club will be.   
 First, let us look at the participants. The curriculum is designed for 
children ages two through six (Other children can participate, but older 
children may become bored with some of the activities, so some 
adaptations may need to be made if they are included).  Children ages 
two through six are very active.  They have short attention spans.  
Frequent changes and direct interaction are necessary to maintain their 
interest and achieve optimal learning.  With this in mind, all the lessons 
are broken up into four main parts to keep the kids engaged in the 
lesson: story, game, craft and snack. 
 We also need to examine the goals of this curriculum.  Its first 
purpose is to teach children about the life of Jesus as seen in the book of 
Mark.  It is also created to help give children positive memories of their 
experiences in a church or Christian setting.  Careful planning, good 
teaching, and a positive attitude can make these goals obtainable.   
 Now that we have discussed the participants and the goals, let us 
look at how we can use this curriculum to its maximum potential.  The 
lessons are designed to be used in learning centers with each of the 
main parts of the lesson taking place in a different learning center.  The 
four main parts of the lesson include the story, game, craft and snack.   

The story center teaches the main part of the lesson from the 
scripture reference.  In most of the lessons the story should be read 
directly from the Bible.  We like the New Living Translation or the New 
International Version because it sticks close to the original manuscripts, 
but is still written in such a way that children can understand most, if not 
all, of what it says. In a few cases we have written out our own version of 
the story due to length or complexity of the passage. When we taught the 
curriculum, we always started out the story with three or four songs.  We 
sang them with out music, but many great children’s CDs are widely 
available and could be used.  Young children like repetition, so we 
always kept at least one song the same each week.   
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After the singing we had all the children sit in a circle on the floor 
and began our story. Always make sure that you have read the entire 
story and gathered all the materials in advance.  It is critical to keep the 
lesson moving in order to maintain the attention of the children. Little 
children should not be expected to sit still while you try to prepare the 
lesson.  A lesson that is well planned will be met with much greater 
success.   

Another key ingredient to a successful story center is keeping the 
child involved. Try to look for ways to get the child physically involved.  
The ideal Sunday school/Bible club class is not one in which one teacher 
is in the front with a bunch of children sitting quietly, looking at the 
teacher with their hands folded in their laps.  Rather, the ideal lesson is 
one where the children are fascinated with what the teacher is doing and 
are actively involved in the lesson themselves.  Perhaps they are holding 
up a picture, maybe the children are acting out the story, or maybe they 
are moving around Biblical characters.  While having a bunch of children 
sit quietly in their seats may look impressive, optimum learning for 
children in this age group takes place when they get to use more of their 
senses (such as touch, taste, smell, etc).  Not only will children learn 
more from a hands-on approach, but they will also have more fun, and in 
turn pay better attention.  If the teacher stops the lesson every time a 
child squirms, interrupts or gets distracted, he/she will only loose the 
attention of the rest of the class and have a difficult time completing the 
lesson.  This situation is disheartening for everyone involved.   

If an assistant teacher is available, he/she can be of great help 
during story time.  The assistant can help redirect a distracted child so 
that the teacher can continue teaching.  If an assistant is unavailable, the 
teacher should ignore the student if the situation is a minor one (such as 
squirming) or redirect the student as quickly as possible and then 
continue with the lesson.  It is encouraging to know that even when a 
young child looks like they are not paying attention, they are often still 
listening and learning.   
 The game center is designed to reinforce the lesson’s story.  The 
games are designed to be noncompetitive, as young children often have 
difficulties in competitive situations.  Children should be encouraged but 
not be forced to participate.  Shy children can still learn from watching the 
other children play.  However, the more involved the child is the greater 
the learning.  So, try to optimize the game time by getting as many 
children involved in the game as possible.  If the children have to take 
turns for the game, encourage the children to cheer for the child who is 
taking his/her turn.  When explaining the game it is helpful to 
demonstrate rather than spend a long time giving directions. Again, try to 
keep it moving and keep it fun! 
 The craft center also helps to teach the lesson.  Children enjoy 
making things and when they are busy they are less likely to cause 
problems. The art projects are all suggestions. If certain materials 
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needed for the projects are not available, substitutions or entirely different 
art projects of your own design are acceptable.  Remember that art is 
subjective, so never criticize a young child for coloring outside the lines or 
choosing unusual or unrealistic colors.  Instead, find ways to give 
genuine praise for each child’s project.   This helps the child to build 
positive associations with his/her church experience.   
 The snack center can be used to help teach children too.  A great 
way to start the snack time is with prayer.  Let every child who wants to 
pray have the opportunity to do so.  Some prayers may be very simple.  
My two year old son simply says, “Jesus. Amen.”  Others may want 
assistance and some may not want to pray at all.  By allowing children to 
attempt to pray on their own in a relaxed setting you are helping them to 
understand one of the key ways we communicate with God.   

After the prayer time, while the children are eating, you may want 
to review that day’s lesson or even review a lesson from the previous 
week through casual discussion. Snack center can be more than just an 
opportunity to have something to eat; it can also be educational. 
 In addition to the centers that the lesson lists, I recommend having 
two other centers.  The activities in each of the centers are designed to 
take about ten minutes each.  So, if you are teaching a 1 hour class you 
may want to add some free play time and some organized play time, 
such as table play (games such as blocks, puzzles, or play dough which 
the children can play with while sitting at the table).  If you include two 
play centers of ten minutes each the lesson should take up one hour. If 
you use the play centers at the beginning and the end of the lesson, then 
you do not have to worry about children missing the beginning of the 
lesson and can easily extend the end of class by allowing the children 
more time to play.  Another center or extra time event can involve 
learning the memory verse. For ideas on how to teach the memory 
verse see “Tips for the Teacher.” 

Now that we’ve discussed the different centers used in the lesson, 
you may be wondering how to organize learning centers.  The centers 
may all be located around a table or on the floor of a small class room.  If 
space is available, it is helpful to move around the classroom and have 
different locations for one or more of the lesson components. For 
example, the children may all sit on the floor for the story and move to the 
table for the craft.  If the class is a large one and space is available, it is 
helpful to break the class into small groups and have each group rotate 
through each center. This allows more of the children to be physically 
involved in the activities. For a class the size of sixteen to thirty kids a 
rotation schedule may be set up with eight to fifteen children are together 
with an assistant teacher leading each group.  The groups would then 
rotate with the assistant to each of the centers where a teacher would be 
waiting to teach at that particular center.  See the chart below. 
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Group  Assistant  Center  Teacher 
Entire class All assistants  Free play  All teachers 
Group 1  Kuya Jose 1. Story and Game 

2. Craft and Snack  
Ate Gloria 
 
Kuya Mario 

Group 2 Ate Maria  1.  Craft and Snack 
2.  Story and 
Game 

Kuya Mario  
  
Ate Gloria 

Entire class All assistants  Table play All teachers 

  
For a very large class of fifty to ninety children you may have five groups 
of eight to fifteen as in the chart below 
 
Group Group Assistant  Center  Rotation 

(10 min. each) 
Center Teacher 

Group 1 Ate Maria 1. Free play 
2. Story  
3. Game  
4. Craft  
5. Snack 
6.  Table play 

Kuya Jose 
Ate Ana 
Ate Glo 
Ate Eli 
Kuya Mario 
Ate Lulu 

Group 2 Ate Lita  1. Story  
2. Game  
3. Craft 
4. Snack  
5. Table Play 
6. Free play  

Ate Ana 
Ate Glo 
Ate Eli 
Kuya Mario 
Ate Lulu 
Kuya Jose 

Group 3  Kuya Pedro 1. Game  
2.  Craft 
3.  Snack   
4.  Table Play 
5.  Free Play 
6.  Story 

Ate Glo 
Ate Eli 
Kuya Mario 
Ate Lulu 
Kuya Jose 
Ate Ana 

Group 4 Ate Marta 1.  Craft  
2. Snack 
3. Table Play 
4. Free Play 
5. Story 
6. Game 

Ate Eli 
Kuya Mario 
Ate Lulu 
Kuya Jose 
Ate Ana 
Ate Glo 

Group 5  Ate Gloria 1. Snack 
2. Table Play 
3. Free play 
4. Story 
5. Game  
6. Craft 

Kuya Mario 
Ate Lulu 
Kuya Jose 
Ate Ana 
Ate Glo 
Ate Eli 
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Keeping up smooth transitions between activities is another vital 
element in the successful classroom.  There are several ways to achieve 
this. Maintaining a regular routine helps to let the children know what to 
expect and makes for smooth transitions. In our Bible club the kids all 
knew that after free play we sang and then had a story. They knew that 
after the story we played a game. They rarely had to be told to sit at the 
table after the game because they knew that the craft center followed the 
game center and so on.  It also helps to give the children warnings, such 
as saying, “In two minutes we will pick up the toys so that we can have 
our story.”  Also point out the children who are transitioning well.  
Comments like, “I see that Sarah is sitting down in her seat and is ready 
for her snack” can remind other children of the task at hand and 
encourage them to do likewise.   
 With thorough preparation, good organization, and smooth 
transitions you can expect a fun filled and educational experience for the 
children in your Sunday school or Bible club class. We pray that you 
thoroughly enjoy teaching your children and that they learn to love Jesus 
through the use of this curriculum.  In addition to providing you with a 
curriculum, we decided not to copyright this curriculum in the hopes that 
everyone who needs Sunday school/ Bible club materials would have 
free access. Feel free to make copies and share! 
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Tips For The Teacher 
 
Extra Time 
When you find that there is some extra time at the end of the lesson here 
are some activities you could do with the kids while waiting for their 
parents: 
-Blow bubbles 
-Play with play dough  
-Play with blocks 
-Put together puzzles either store bought or make your own from 
cardboard. 
-Play hide and seek using a story piece or object from the lesson.  The 
students will close their eyes while you hide the object(s).  Then they go 
looking for it. 
-Sing action songs and rhymes 
-Throw balled up socks into laundry baskets or plastic buckets. 
-Blow up a balloon or two and have the kids try to keep it up in the air. 
 
Memory Verse Activites 
Here are some activities to help the children learn their memory verse: 
-Sing the memory verse to a familiar tune (sing to the tune of Happy 
Birthday: “Children obey your parents, Children obey your parents, 
Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right). 
-Write the verse on a large shape, cut it apart into puzzle pieces and then 
as a class, put it back together again each time saying the verse. 
- Use exercise to memorize the verse.  Call it Scripture Aerobics. 
-Make up appropriate actions to do with the verse. 
-Cut out paper footprints and put each word of the verse on a footprint.  
Tape the footprints to the ground for the children to step on. As the 
children walk along the footprints they say the words to the verse. 
 
Relating to and Understanding kids 2-6 
Here are some characteristics of young kids ages 2-6 and also tactics 
used in relating to and understanding them: 
-They can’t sit still for long periods of time. 
-They need to switch activities every 10-15 minutes. 
-They learn more through play and experience. 
-They learn best through using the 5 senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, 
touch). 
-They enjoy retelling and reenacting the story.  
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-They like to imitate and pretend. 
-They may test the limits of what is acceptable behavior. 
-They need to feel that they are important to you. 
-Speak to them at their eye level and use a soft tone. 
-Talk and sing about God often. 
-Repeat simple rhymes and songs. 
-Provide large motor exercise and alternate this with seated activities. 
-The most important thing is to show them God’s love. 
 
Classroom Management Tips 
Use these tips to keep your environment safe and running smoothly: 
-If a child or two are misbehaving, thank the children who are doing 
what’s right and soon the rest will do the same. 
-Use finger plays, and songs for transition time. 
-Give the “teacher look” to the student who is disrupting a class. 
-If the children are noisy change your voice to a whisper to get the 
students to really listen up to what you are saying. 
-If one child is disrupting the class then stand or move within a close 
proximity of the child. 
-Give the students’ ”power” by giving them choices (“you can either stay 
here and listen to the story or sit have a time out”). 
-Be prepared with your lesson before you class. 
-Invite the child to participate. 
-If the majority of the children are acting up it’s time to change your plan. 
They may need to get up and do an action song or move to get the 
wiggles out. 
-Have one rule of “no hurting”. 
-Be consistent.   
-Play with the children and show them how to play. 
-Stay positive.  Instead of saying “don’t throw the blocks”, say “please 
play nicely with the blocks.” 
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Lesson 1    Prepare the Way for the Lord!  
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 1:1-8  
 
Story Idea: 
Story Actions 
 
Ask the children if they can remember a time when someone special 
came to visit.  Ask them if they did anything to get ready for the special 
visitor.  Tell them that in today’s story they will hear about a man named 
John who is telling everyone that someone special is coming.  Tell the 
children that you will need a little bit of help telling the story and to pay 
close attention so they can help you do the motions.  Then, read the 
scripture verses and have the children do the following motions with you 
as you read.  Verse 1: Open you hands like a book for the word “gospel”, 
which means good news story.  Verse 2: Point in front of yourself to 
“show the way”.  Verse 3:  Put you hands around your mouth and say, 
“Prepare the way for the Lord” (NIV) or “Prepare a pathway for the Lord's 
coming!” (NLT).  Verse 4: Have the children stand up and turn around (for 
the NIV explain that repent which means to turn from).  Verse 5:  Walk in 
place like everyone who travelled to come and hear John.  Verse 6:  
Pretend to eat locus. Verse 7 & 8:  Place your hands around your mouth 
and say, “someone is coming!”   
 
Key Idea: 
Prepare the way for the Lord 
 
Memory Verse: 
"A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.'" Mark 1:3 NIV 
 
“He is a voice shouting in the wilderness: 'Prepare a pathway for the 
Lord's coming! Make a straight road for him!'" Mark 1:3 NLT 
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Game Center: 
Stop and Go 
 
Have all the children do a given activity, such as running, jumping, 
crawling, dancing, etc. when you say “Go”.  Then when you say stop 
everyone must freeze in place and say the memory verse. 
 
Craft Center: 
John the Baptist Paper Dolls 
 
Materials Needed: 
Cardboard or stiff paper cut outs of John the Baptist (see appendix A), 1 
per child 
Glue  
Pine Needles, grass clippings, cut up string, or fake fur (to be the hair on 
John’s coat) 
String pieces (to be the belt), 1 per child 
Crayons 
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Lesson 2   The Baptism of Jesus 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 1:9-11  
 
Story Idea 
Picture Surprise 
 
Materials Needed: 
Bible  
Cut out picture of a dove (Appendix B) 
A picture of John baptizing Jesus (Appendix M) 
A person to hide and be the “voice from heaven” 
 
Ask the children if they can remember a time when they were surprised.  
Open up your Bible and act surprised to find a dove in it.  Tell the children 
that the Bible is full of surprises.  Tell them to listen carefully to today’s 
Bible story because there is a special surprise in it.  Show the children 
the picture of John baptizing Jesus while you read today’s scripture 
verses.  When you get to verse 11, say “And a voice came from heaven” 
and then have the person hiding say the rest of the verse.  Repeat this 
one time.  Then ask the children if they heard the voice.  Ask them what it 
said.  Ask them who Jesus is (God’s son).   
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus is God’s Son 
 
Memory Verse: 
“And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you 
I am well pleased."  Mark 1:9-11 NIV 
 
“And a voice came from heaven saying, "You are my beloved Son, and I 
am fully pleased with you."  Mark 1:9-11 NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Musical Doves 
 
Materials Needed: 
Paper dove cut outs (see Appendix B), 1 per child placed about on the 
floor  
Music (either a tape/CD or you can sing) 
 
Have the children dance to the music.  When it stops everyone must 
stand on a dove and say today’s memory verse. 
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Craft Center: 
Baptism Paintings 
 
Crayons  
Blue water color or tempera paint 
Cup of water 
Paint brushes, 1 per child 
Paper, 1 per child 
 
Ask the children to retell today’s story to you.  Tell them that today they 
are going to make a picture to help them tell the story to their parents for 
when they go home.  Have the children draw a picture of John the Baptist 
baptizing Jesus in crayon (it must be crayon for the painting to work).  
Then have them paint over the picture with blue paint for the water. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Crackers and Blue water 
Ingredients: 
White crackers 
Water died blue with food coloring 
 
Tell the children that today for snack they will have white crackers to 
remind them of the white dove that came over Jesus in the story today.  
Tell them that they will also have special blue water, like the water that 
was used to baptize Jesus. 
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Lesson 3   Fishers of People 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 1:16-20  
 
Story Idea: 
Story Cut Outs 
 
Materials Needed: 
Piece of blue paper or material to be the “Sea of Galilee” 
Paper cut out of a boat (see Appendix X) 
Paper cut out of a net (see Appendix D) 
Paper cut outs of Jesus (see Appendix E), Simon (see Appendix F), 
Andrew (see Appendix G), James (see Appendix H), John (see Appendix 
I), Zebedee (see Appendix J), and a hired man (see Appendix K) 
 
Ask the children if any of them have ever been fishing or seen a fishing 
boat or like to eat fish.  Tell the children that today’s story takes place at 
the Sea of Galilee (show them the sea) where some people are fishing.  
Read today’s story and ask some of the children to help you act it out 
with the paper cut outs while you read. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus makes us fishers of people 
 
Memory Verse: 
"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  
Mark 1:17 NIV 
 
“Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, and I will show you 
how to fish for people!"  Mark 1:17 NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Fishing for people 
 
Materials needed: 
Paper cut outs of people with paper clips attached to each person 
Fishing poles made out of sticks with string attached and a magnet at the 
end of each string. 
 
Remind the children that in today’s story Jesus told James and John that 
he would show them how to fish for people.  Explain to them that fishing 
for people really means to tell people about Jesus, but that today we are 
going to use a fishing pole to catch people in order to remind us to tell 
other people about Jesus. 
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Craft Center: 
Paper plate fish 
 
Materials Needed: 
Paper plates, 1 per child, with one ¼ pie shaped piece cut out. 
Crayons 
Glue 
Colored scraps of paper 
 
Ask the children if they can remember what James, John, Simon and 
Andrew were doing when Jesus found them (fishing).  Ask them if they 
remember what Jesus said he would teach them how to do (fish for 
people).  Tell them that today they are going to make fish out of paper 
plates to remind them of today’s story.  Have the children draw an eye on 
the fish with a crayon.  Then have them glue the pie shaped cut out from 
the plate on the back of the fish (across from the mouth) as a tail.  Next, 
have the children decorate the fish by glueing on the paper scraps. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Crackers and juice 
 
Ingredients: 
Individually wrapped cracker or chip packages 
Juice 
Materials Needed:  
“Net” (rope or a string tied to a plastic bag) 
 
Have the children fish for their snacks with a net.  Have them drop their 
“nets” under the table where you will place their crackers in the bag.  
Then give a tug on the net and have the child pull it up to get their snacks 
out of the net.  Serve juice with the snacks. 
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Lesson 4  Jesus Heals Simon’s Mother In-law  
   
Reference Verse: 
Mark 1:29-34  
 
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
 
Materials Needed: 
Hand towel  
Washcloth  
Thermometer 
 
Ask the children to help you tell the story.  Have one child volunteer to be 
Jesus. Place the dish towel on his/her head as a costume.  Have another 
child volunteer to be Simon’s mother in-law.  Have him/her place a 
washcloth on his/her head.  While you tell the story have the two 
volunteers act it out (with your assistance & directions) 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus heals 
 
Memory Verse: 
“He went to her bedside, and as he took her by the hand and helped her 
to sit up, the fever suddenly left, and she got up and prepared a meal for 
them.” 
Mark 1:31 NLT 
 
“So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her 
and she began to wait on them.” 
Mark 1: 31 NIV 
 
Game Center: 
Sick, Sick, Well 
 
Remind the children that in today’s story Jesus healed Simon’s mother in 
law and made her well. Have the children play sick, sick, well.  First have 
the children sit in a circle.  Then have 1 child be the tagger.  That child 
will go around in a circle and touch each child and say “sick”.  Then he 
will touch one child and say, “well”.  The well child will then chase the 
tagger and try to tag him while the tagger runs around the circle and sits 
in the well child’s place. The well child then becomes the tagger and the 
game repeats.  
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Craft Center: 
Place Mats 
 
Materials Needed:  
Wax paper, 2 sheets per child 
Iron  
Colored paper scraps (cut into small shapes) &/or dried and pressed 
flowers 
Crayons  
Tray or cookie sheet or other flat stiff surface 
An extra adult helper may be helpful for this activity 
 
Remind the children that Simon’s mother in law began to wait on the 
people after Jesus heard her.  That probably included serving food.  Tell 
them that today they will make a place mat that they can use when they 
serve a guest. 
Pass out two pieces of wax paper to each child and write their names on 
one sheet with a crayon.  Have the children decorate the wax paper by 
making a design with the paper scraps &/or dried and pressed flowers.  
Then use the tray (or other flat surface) to carry the place mats to be 
ironed.  Have the teacher iron the wax paper to seal together the 
placemat, by quickly pressing the iron (make sure it is not set to steam) 
on the wax paper. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Graham Crackers and Milk 
 
Ingredients: 
Graham Crackers  
Milk 
 
Have children volunteers pass out the snack and wait on each other like 
Simon’s mother in-law waited on Jesus. 
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Lesson 5  Jesus Prayed  
 
Reference Verse: 
Mark 1:35-39  
 
Story Idea:   
Hidden Pictures 
 
Materials Needed:  
1 piece of cardboard  
Story Illustrations (see Appendix FF) 
Markers or crayons 
Tape 
 
Before telling the story, fold the sheets of white paper in half to cover the 
illustrations for each verse in the story Then, tape the pictures on the 
cardboard in order by verse so that one half of each paper covers the 
illustration.   
 
Read the Bible story and have different child volunteers open the taped 
down papers, revealing the illustrations for each new verse in the story as 
you read. 
 
Key Ideas: 
Jesus prayed and I can pray too. 
 
Memory Verse: 
 “… Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where 
he prayed.”  Mark 1:35b NIV 
 
“…Jesus awoke long before daybreak and went out alone into the 
wilderness to pray.”  Mark 1:35b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Prayer Walk 
Materials Needed: 
A rope for the children to hold onto 
An extra adult helper or two may be helpful for this activity. 
 
Have the children hold onto the rope and take them outside for a prayer 
walk.  Stop in various locations and pray for the people in that location or 
for something that the locations reminds you of or symbolizes. For 
example, if you stop at a church, pray for all the churches in town.  If you 
stop at a store, pray for the people shopping there. 
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Craft Center: 
Stained Glass Windows 
 
Materials needed: 
Praying hands (see appendix L) cut out of black paper, 1 per child 
Colored paper scraps cut into small shapes 
Blue paper cut up into fourths (1 fourth per child) 
Yellow paper cut into fourths, with the sides trimmed and the top rounded 
(1 fourth per child)  
Glue stick, 1 per child 
 
Tell the children that in today’s story we learn about how Jesus went 
away to pray.  Tell them that some churches today have stained glass 
windows to remind us how important it is to pray. Tell the children that 
today, they will make their own “stained glass window” to remind them to 
pray.  Have the children center the yellow paper on top of the blue and 
glue it.  Then, have them glue the praying hands into the middle of the 
yellow paper.  Finally, have the children glue the colored scraps around 
the hands, on the yellow paper.   
 
Snack Idea: 
Pretzels and Juice 
 
Ingredients: 
Pretzels  
Juice 
Serve pretzels and juice.  Tell the children that pretzels were first made to 
remind children to pray and that when you look at a pretzel the middle 
part is folded together, like the way we fold our hands when we pray. 
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Lesson 6   Jesus Heals the Leper 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 1:40-45 
 
Story Idea: 
Leper Paper Doll 
 
Materials Needed: 
Paper man cut out (see appendix A) with band aids (plasters) stuck on 
one side of his body, and showing a frown.  On the other side of the 
person he should be smiling and without band aids. 
 
1. Discuss with the children a time when they had a sore (cut, scrape, 
rash, etc) on their bodies.  2. Tell them that in the time when Jesus was 
on earth some people used to have lots of sores on their bodies.  These 
people where called lepers.  Tell them how the lepers had to stay away 
from everyone else because the other people were afraid that they would 
get sick, too.  3.  Read the bible verses to the children.  As you read it 
show the person cutout with the band aids to illustrate.  Then after Jesus 
heals him turn him over to reveal the man without the band aids.   
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus has compassion 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Moved with pity, Jesus touched him. "I want to," he said. "Be healed!”  
Mark 1:41NLT 
 
“Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Mark 1:41 NIV 
 
Game Center: 
“Simon Says” 
  
Have one child be “Simon”.  Simon will tell the children what to do by 
saying,  “Simon says…” (ie Simon Says touch your arm).  The other 
children must do what Simon says only when he starts his command with 
the words “Simon says”.  Simon can try to trick the other children by 
asking them to do something without first saying Simon says (ie touch 
your arm).  Let different children take turns being Simon and trying to 
trick the other kids. 
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Craft Center: 
Leper Paper Dolls 
 
Materials Needed: 
Paper doll cut outs (see Appendix A), 1 per child 
2 or more band aids (plasters) per child 
Crayons 
 
Tell the children that in today’s story Jesus heals a man with leprosy.  
Remind them that leprosy is a disease where you have lots of sores on 
your skin.  Tell them that today they will make the man with leprosy.  
Have the children color one side of the man.  Help them draw a sad face 
on him.  Then have them put band-aids (plasters) on that side of the 
man.  Then have them color the other side for when Jesus makes him all 
better.  Give the man on that side a happy face.  When the children 
finish, they can practice retelling the story using the man. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Peanut Butter Leaper  
 
Ingredients: 
Bread 
Peanut butter 
Bananas 
 
Serve peanut butter on bread shaped like a man.  Put banana slices on 
the bread. Tell the children that this is the man with leprosy from today’s 
story and that they can eat all his sores (the bananas) and then he can 
be the man after Jesus heals him.   
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Lesson 7  Jesus Heals The Man Who Could Not Walk 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 2:1-13 
 
Story Idea: 
Story Model 
 
Materials Needed: 
Cardboard box 
Piece of cardboard (such as a cereal box) 
Popsicle stick or other small sticks 
Biblical People Cut outs (see Appendix N) 
Tape  
String 
Scissors  
Crayons or markers 
 
Before telling the story, glue the biblical looking people (around 15-25 
people) onto cardboard and cut out them out.  Color them with the 
crayons or makers. Tape the Popsicle sticks or other stick to the back of 
all but 5 people.  Designate one of these people to be Jesus.  Also, make 
a small mat out of a piece of cardboard.  Tie string to the corners of the 
mat.  Use the cardboard box as a model of the room in the story.  Turn 
the box on its side so that the room has three walls, a floor and a roof, 
and one wall missing so that the children can see into it.  Cut a flap in the 
roof that can be pulled open.  On the floor attach the people on the sticks 
inside the room by poking the sticks through the floor.  These people will 
be the crowd, the disciples and in the front, Jesus.  Be sure to leave a 
little room in front of Jesus for the man who will be lowered through the 
roof. 
 
Read the story to the children.  As you read, show them the room and 
point out the crowds and Jesus.  Then pass out four men and a man on a 
mat.  Tell the children that the man on the mat can’t walk. Have the 
children lower the man through the roof, when you get to that part of the 
story.  Then have the man stand up and hold his mat when you get to the 
part of the story where Jesus heals him.  
 
 Key Idea: 
Jesus heals! 
 
Memory Verse 
"Stand up, take your mat, and go on home, because you are healed!" 
 Mark 2:11 NLT 
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 "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home."  Mark 2:11 NIV 
 
Game Center: 
Blanket Rides 
 
Materials needed 
1 blanket 
 
Have the children take turns being the paralytic man from the story.  
Have the child “who can’t walk” sit in the middle of the blanket.  Then 
have all the other children help you pick up (or drag, depending on the 
size) the child to Jesus.  Have one child be “Jesus” and tell the child who 
can’t walk to “pick up his/her mat and walk”.  Repeat until each child has 
a turn being the paralytic and Jesus. 
 
Craft Center: 
Finger Puppets 
 
Materials needed 
Finger puppet (see Appendix O) cut out of paper (thicker paper or 
cardboard works best, but regular paper can be used), 1 per child 
Crayons 
 
Have the children color the finger puppets.  Then show them how they 
can make them work by inserting their fingers into the holes to make legs 
for their puppets.  Have the children retell today’s story with the puppets. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Graham Cracker Room 
 
Ingredients: 
Graham crackers 
Frosting or peanut butter 
 
Make a room by sticking graham crackers together with frosting or 
peanut butter.  Show the room to the children and tell them that this is 
like the room from the story.  Ask them if they remember what the men 
did to the roof of the room in the story.  Tell the children that the 4 friends 
took a piece of the roof off of the room so they could lower their friend 
down to Jesus.  Take a piece off of the roof of the graham cracker room.  
Then break a piece off for all the children to eat. 
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Lesson 8   Jesus Calls Levi 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 2:13-15  
 
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
 
Materials Needed: 
2 biblical  costumes (such as a towel on the head, a sash, a rope belt, a 
large shirt, etc.) 
 
Ask for two volunteers to help tell the story.  Dress up the two children in 
biblical costumes.  Have the children help you tell the story by acting it 
out as you read the verses to them. 
 
Key Idea: 
Follow Jesus 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.”  Mark 
2:14b NLT 
 
“Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.” Mark 
2:14b NIV 
 
Game Center: 
Follow the Leader 
 
Play follow the leader.  Have each child take turns being the leader.  The 
leader will do something such as, walk, run, jump, crawl, skip, etc, and 
everyone else copies the leader. 
 
Craft Center: 
Chalk Pictures 
 
Materials needed: 
Chalk  
Paper 
Hairspray 
 
Have the children draw pictures of Jesus having dinner at Levi’s house 
using the chalk.  Spray the finished pictures with hairspray to keep the 
chalk from coming off.   
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Snack Idea: 
Fita Crackers and Milk 
 
Ingredients: 
Fita or Ritz Crackers 
Milk 
 
Have children volunteers pass out the snack and wait on each other like 
Levi served dinner to Jesus. 
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Lesson 9  Jesus Heals The Man With The Shriveled Hand 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 3:1-5 
 
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
 

Materials needed: Simple biblical costumes for Jesus, a crippled man, 
and two enemies (such as a dish towel for the heads of the enemies, a 
sash for Jesus, and a big shirt with a rope belt for the crippled man) 
 
Ask for 4 children to help you tell the story.  Have one child dress up as 
Jesus.  Have another child dress up as the crippled man, holding his 
hand close to his body.  Have two more children dress up as Jesus’ 
enemies, with frowns on their faces.  Then have the children act out the 
story as you read it (you may have to give them simple instructions to 
help them act it out). 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus heals 
 
Memory Verse: 
“…Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.”  Mark 
3:5b NIV 
 
“…Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.” Mark 
3:5b NIV 
 
Game Center: 
What Is It 
 
Materials needed: 
2 plastic bags 
An assortment of small unbreakable items (such as a small ball, a spoon, 
a cup, a comb, etc) 
 
1.  Have the children form 2 lines.  2.  Have the first child in each line run 
to the teacher who is holding the bags.  3.  Have the child reach into the 
bag.  The child must guess what it is that they can feel in the bag with out 
looking at it.  4.  Only after they have guessed, the child can pull out the 
item and see if their guess was correct.  5.  Have the child then run back 
to the end of the line.  6.  Repeat steps 2-5 until all children have had a 
turn. 
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Craft Center: 
Hand Rainbow Mural 
 
Materials Needed: 
1 Large piece of paper  
Washable marker (1 per teacher) 
Crayons 
 
Trace the children’s hands with the markers in the pattern of a rainbow. 
Write the child’s name under their handprints.  Have the children color in 
the hands.  While they are coloring discuss the story and how Jesus 
made the man’s hand all better.   
 
Snack Idea: 
Finger Foods 
 

Serve “finger food” (things that can be eaten with just your hands) such 
as small “finger sandwiches”, crackers, carrot sticks and/or fruit. 

Ask the children to think about how difficult it would be to eat this food if 
their hands didn’t work right.  Tell them to think about how grateful the 
man must have felt when Jesus made his hand all better. 
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Lesson 10    The Crowds Follow Jesus  
 
Reference Verses:   
Mark 3:7-12 
 
Story Idea: 
Materials Needed: 
Paper cutouts of Jesus (see Appendix E), crowds (see Appendix BB), 
and the disciples (see Appendices F, G, H, I, and P-W) 
Paper cutout of a large boat (see Appendix X) 
Blue paper or material (to be the water) 
 
Ask the children to describe to you what it feels like to be in a big crowd.  
Tell the children that in today’s story Jesus is in a big crowd.  Ask some 
of the children to help you tell the story.  Pass out to all of the volunteers 
a paper cut out person.  Using the paper cut outs and the “water”, have 
the children help you to act out the story while you read the scripture 
verses. 
 
Key Idea: 
Many people heard about Jesus 
  
Memory Verse: 
When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him”  
Mark 3:8a NIV 
 
“Vast numbers of people came to see him for themselves.” 
 Mark 3:8b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Crowded balloon race 
 
Materials Needed  
Balloons, 1 per every 3 children (be careful that younger children to not 
chew on them as balloons can be a choking hazard) or a beach ball 
 
Have the children form groups of three.  Tell them that in this game they 
will be a little bit crowded just like Jesus was in the story.  Tell them that 
each group will have to get the balloon from one end of the room to the 
other without using their hands.  They will have to squish their bodies 
close together to hold the balloon in the middle of the group while they 
walk with it across the room.  Let each group take turns walking with the 
balloon or you may have different groups race with each other.   
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Craft Center:   
Crowded Collage  
 
Materials Needed 
Paper cut outs of Jesus 1 (see Appendix E), per child 
Old magazines or newspapers or other pictures of people (see Appendix 
DDD) 
Scissors 
Glue 
Crayons 
Paper, 1 per child 
 
Tell the children that today they will make pictures of Jesus in a crowd.  
Have the children color the cutout of Jesus and glue him to the center of 
their paper.  Then have them use the scissors (or younger children can 
just tare) to cut out pictures of people.  Next, have them glue those 
people around Jesus.  When the children finish their pictures, they can 
use them to retell the story. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Fruit salad 
Serve the children fruit salad and tell them that just like the people who 
crowded around Jesus in the story, all the fruit is crowded too. 
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Lesson 11  Jesus Calls The Twelve Disciples  
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 3: 13-19  
 
Story Idea: 
Paper Cut Outs  
 
Materials Needed: 
12 disciple paper cutouts (see appendix F-I and P-W) 
Jesus paper cutout (see appendix E) 
Ask the children who some of there friends are.  Tell them that Jesus had 
friends, too and that some of his special friends who followed him were 
called disciples. Pass out the paper Jesus and his disciples to the kids.  
Then have them hold up the appropriate disciple when his name is called 
as you read the story. 
 
Key Idea: 
The disciples followed Jesus and we can follow him too. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, 
and they came to him.” Mark 3:13 NIV 
 
“Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called the ones he wanted 
to go with him. And they came to him.” Mark 3:13 NLT 
 
Game Center:  
Follow Me 
 
Remind the children that the disciples followed Jesus.  Tell them that 
today they will get to follow each other in our game.  Have one child be 
the leader.  That child will decide to walk, crawl, jump, skip, etc. and all 
the other children will follow and copy the leader.  Let each child take 
turns being the leader. 
 
Craft Center: 
Jesus and a Disciple Mini Puppets 
 
Materials Needed  
Paper Jesus cutouts (see appendix E) , 1 per child 
Paper disciple cutout (see appendix F), 1 per child 
Popsicle sticks (or other small sticks) 
Glue 
Crayons 
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Ask the children if anyone can tell you what happened in the story.  Tell 
them that Jesus picked twelve disciples to follow him.  Tell them that 
today they will get to make their own Jesus and one of his disciples.  
Have the children color the paper cut outs and glue the popsicle sticks on 
the back.  Then they can use the puppets to retell the story. 
 
Snack Idea:  
Raisins and juice  
 
Serve the children 12 raisins.  Ask the children if anyone can guess why 
everyone got 12 raisins.  Tell them that they have 12 raisins to remind 
them that Jesus had 12 disciples. 
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Lesson 12    The Farmer Story 
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 4:1-20 Because of the length and the complicated nature of this 
story we have abbreviated it as follows bellow 
 
Story Idea: 
Object Lesson 
 
Materials: 
1 farmer (see appendix Y)  
4 seeds 
4 soils:  
    -dirt path and bird (sprinkle dirt in a dish and place a paper bird, see 
Appendix Z) on it. 
    -rocky place, dead flower, sun (dish with rocks, a dead flower and a 
paper sun) 
    -thorn bush, choked flower (dish with thorns and a flower next to it) 
    -good dirt, nice flowers (dish with dirt and nice flower in it) 
4 people with hearts, 3 dirty colored, 1 clean and white (see Appendix 
AA) 
 
Bible Story: 

Introduce the farmer (show the farmer) as someone who plants.  
One day he went out to plant some seed (show the seed).  As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell on the path (show path and put seeds on 
path) and the birds came and ate it up (show birds).  Some fell on rocky 
places (show rocky places and put seeds in rocks), where it did not have 
much soil.  It came up quickly because the soil was shallow.  But when 
the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root (show a dead flower).  Other seed fell among thorns 
(show thorns and seeds), which grew up and choked the plants, so that 
they did not bear grain (show choked plant).  Still other seed fell on good 
soil (show good soil).  It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying 
thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times (show nice flowers).   
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Now, just like there are different types of soil, there are different 
kinds of hearts.  The seed is God’s Word, the Bible.  Some people are 
like seeds along the path that the birds ate.  As soon as they hear God’s 
Word, Satan comes and takes away the Word that was planted in them. 
Let’s look at this person’s heart (show person and show black heart). 
Others, like seed planted on rocky places, hear the Word and at once 
receive it with joy.   But since they have no root, they last only a short 
time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the Word, they 
quickly fall away.  Let’s look at this person’s heart (show person and 
black heart).  Still others, like seed planted among thorns, hear the Word; 
but the worries of this life, having lots of money and other things come in 
and choke the word, making it unfruitful.  Let’s look at their heart (show 
person with black selfish heart). Others, like seed planted on good soil, 
hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop-thirty, sixty or even a 
hundred times what was planted.  Let’s look at this person’s heart (show 
a nice, clean white heart). 
 
Questions: 
Which heart do you want to have? 
How is your heart?  Do you have a clean heart? 
How can you have a clean heart? (reading God’s Word, praying to God, 
making the right decisions, etc.) 
 
Key Idea 
Jesus can make our hearts clean. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 
produce a crop…” Mark 4:20a NIV 
 
“But the good soil represents those who hear and accept God's message 
and produce a huge harvest…”  Mark 4:20 NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Clean The Dirty Hearts. 
 
Materials Needed:  
Brooms with signs that says “Jesus” on them 
Large paper hearts with dirt on them 
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Tell the children that our hearts are dirty. Tell them that when ever we do 
things that are wrong, like not obeying or parents or taking things that 
aren’t ours or not telling the truth, our hearts become dirty. Show the 
children the dirty hearts on the floor.  Ask the children if they remember 
from the story who can make their hearts clean. (Jesus).  Show them the 
brooms.  Tell them that the brooms say Jesus, because just like a broom 
can clean dirt off of the floor, Jesus can make our hearts clean.  Tell the 
children that in today’s game they will take turns running to the hearts 
and sweeping one clean.  Have the children form two lines and let each 
child in each line take a turn running across the room, picking up a Jesus 
broom and sweeping clean a heart.   
 
Craft Center: 
Clean Hearts 
 
Paper, ¼ page cut out per child 
Crayons, including one black or brown crayon per child 
Spoons (or coins), 1 per child 
 
Ask the children what are some things that we do that make our hearts 
dirty (not obeying, lying, stealing, hurting others, etc.)  Ask them who can 
make our hearts clean. (Jesus).  Tell the children that in today’s craft we 
are going to clean away the dark dirty part to show clean and pretty 
hearts, just like Jesus makes our hearts clean and pretty when we ask 
him.  Have the children make colored stripes across the paper in crayon. 
Then have them color over the top of their stripes in black (or brown) until 
all of the color is covered.  Next, have the children scrape with the spoon 
the black (or brown) off the top of the paper in the shape of a heart.   
 
Snack Idea: 
Heart shaped white bread with butter. 
 
Ask the children what is the shape of today’s snack.  Tell them that it is a 
white heart to remind them that Jesus can make our hearts clean. 
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Lesson 13   Jesus Calms The Storm 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 4:35-41 
 
Story Idea: 
Paper Cut Outs 
 
Materials Needed: 
Large bowl of water 
Boat (made out of a juice container or disposable bowl) 
Jesus paper cutout (See Appendix E) 
Disciples paper cutouts (See Appendix F-I and P-W) 
Crowd paper cutouts (See Appendix BB) 
 
Ask the children if they can remember a time when they were afraid.  
Have volunteers give examples.  Tell the children that in today’s story the 
disciples became afraid.  Tell the children that you will need some help 
with this story.  Pass out the disciple, crowd and Jesus cutouts to the 
children.  Place the water in the middle of the children and tell them that 
today we will pretend that the water is the lake.  Read verse 35.  Put the 
boat on the lake and have a child lay Jesus down in the boat.  Read 
verse 36 and have the children holding the disciples wave goodbye to the 
crowd and get in the boat.  Read verse 37 and have the children blow 
like the wind while you gently shake the bowl of water to make waves.  
Read verse 38 and have Jesus stand up in the boat.  Read Verse 39 and 
have the wind stop and the waves stop.  Read verses 40-41.  Tell the 
children that Jesus has special powers.  Ask the children who helped the 
disciples in the middle of the storm (Jesus).  Tell the children that when 
we feel scared we can ask Jesus to help us, too. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus can help us when we feel afraid. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“He …said to the water, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it 
was completely calm.”  Mark 4:39b NIV 
 
“He… said to the water, "Quiet down!" Suddenly the wind stopped, and 
there was a great calm.”  Mark 4:39b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Boat Rides 
 
Materials Needed: 
Large box  
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Tell the children that today they will get to go for a ride in a “boat” just like 
the disciples did in today’s story.  Have one child sit in the boat (box) 
while the other children gently shake the box and blow like the wind.  
Then have one child who is Jesus say today’s memory verse. Next, have 
everyone stop shaking and blowing.  Repeat until each child has had a 
turn riding in the boat.   
 
Craft Center: 
Movable Picture 
 
Materials Needed 
Paper with at slit cut across the bottom, 1 per child 
Boat paper cutout with a long tab at the bottom (see Appendix C), 1 per 
child 
Jesus paper cutout (see Appendix E), 1 per child 
Disciple paper cutout (see Appendix F), 2 per child 
Crayons 
Glue 
 
Ask the children if anyone can tell you what today’s story was about.  Tell 
them that today they will make a picture that will help them tell the story.  
Pass out the paper and have the children draw clouds and the sky at the 
top and the waves at the bottom (make sure that the slit in the paper is at 
the bottom).  Then, pass out the disciples, Jesus, and the boat to each 
child.  Have them color them and glue Jesus and the disciples in the 
boat.  Next, place the boat on the paper with the long tab running through 
the slit.  The children can then use this to move the boat on the water and 
retell the story.   
 
Snack Idea: 
Banana boats  
 
Materials Needed: 
Bananas, 1 per every 4 children 
Cookies, 1 per every 2 children 
Chocolate candies, 4 per child 
Peanut butter 
 
Slice a banana in ¼.  Use peanut butter to glue on chocolate candies.  
Stick ½ of a cookie in the banana for the sail.  Tell the children that 
today’s snack is a boat with chocolate candies on it.  Tell them that we 
will pretend that the candies are the disciples who got scared in the storm 
and one of the candies is Jesus who makes the storm stop and tells them 
not to be scared anymore. 
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Lesson 14   Jesus Is The Most Powerful 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 5:1-20  
 
Story Idea: 
Interactive Picture 
 
Materials Needed: 
Jesus paper cut out (See appendix E) 
Man paper cut out (See appendix J) 
Pigs paper cut out (See appendix CC) 
Crowd paper cut out (See appendix BB) 
Boat paper cut out (See appendix C) 
Blue paper (to represent a lake) 
 
Ask the children to tell you somebody they know who is powerful or 
strong.  Tell them that in today’s story we will find out who is the most 
powerful person ever.  Ask some of the children for help telling today’s 
story. Pass out the paper cut outs to the children who volunteer to help.  
While reading verse 1 have a child place the boat on the lake and Jesus 
in the boat. Then have the child take Jesus out of the boat.  While 
reading verse 6 have the child make the man paper cut out run to Jesus. 
In verse 11, have them place the pigs to the side of the man.   After you 
finish reading the scriptures, ask the children who was more powerful, 
Jesus or the evil spirit in the man.  Remind the children that nothing is 
more powerful than Jesus. Tell them they don’t have to be afraid of 
anything, not even evil spirits if they have Jesus living inside them.  Jesus 
is the most powerful! 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus is more powerful than evil spirits. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out…”  Mark 5:13a 
NIV 
 
“Jesus gave them permission. So the evil spirits came out of the man…”  
Mark 5:13a NLT 
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Game Center: 
Memory verse hop 
 
Materials Needed: 
Masking tape 
Marker 
 
Before class begins, make a series of 11 lines on the floor with masking 
tape about 1 foot or 30 centimeters apart. Write on each line with the 
marker one of the words from the memory verse.  The words should be 
written in order and end with the reference.   
During the game time, tell the children that they will practice today’s 
memory verse by jumping.  Have each child say the memory verse while 
one child jumps on each word.  Let each child have a turn jumping. 
 
Craft Center: 
Look What Jesus Has Done for Me! 
 
Materials Needed 
Crayons 
1 piece of paper per child 
 
Remind the children that in today’s story Jesus did a wonderful thing for 
the man. He took the bad spirit out of him.  Then, Jesus told the man to 
tell everyone about what Jesus had done. Have the children draw a 
picture of something wonderful that Jesus has done for them (you may 
have to help children come up with ideas, such as giving them a nice 
family, food, dying for their sins, etc). 
 
 
Snack Idea: 
Super weights 
Materials Needed:  
Marshmallows, 2 per child 
Bread sticks, 1 per child 
Place a marshmallow on each end of a bread stick, so that it looks like a 
weight. Remind the children that just like a strong superhero who can lift 
heavy weights, Jesus is even stronger and more powerful than any 
superhero. 
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Lesson 15  Jesus Heals 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 5:21-43 
 
Story Idea: 
Act out the story 
 
Materials Needed 
1 biblical costume for Jesus (such as a robe or adult button up shirt) 
1 biblical costume for Jairus (such as a robe or adult button up shirt) 
1 biblical costume for the sick woman (such as a towel and a rope to 
make a head covering) 
1 blanket for the sick girl 
Volunteers for the following characters in the story: 
Jesus  
Jairus  
Sick woman  
Sick girl 
Peter  
James  
John 
Men  
Crying people 
  
Ask the children if they have ever felt sick.  Tell them that this story has a 
woman in it who had been sick for a very long time. Ask the children for 
volunteers to help act out the story.  Assign characters for the children to 
play (see the list under materials needed) and put on the costumes.  
Read the story from the scripture and help direct the children as they act 
it out. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus heals 
 
Memory Verse: 
“He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you…” Mark 5:34 a NIV 
“And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well…”  Mark 
5:34a NLT 
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Game Center: 
Tag 
 
Have one child be the sick woman.  Let everyone else be Jesus.  Have 
the sick woman try to touch one of the Jesus’ while they try to run (or 
walk or crawl) away.  If the sick woman tags someone she is healed and 
the game ends.  Repeat the game as many times as desired with a 
different person playing the sick woman each time. 
 
Craft Center: 
Mini Puppets  
 
Materials Needed 
Popsicle sticks or other small stick, 4 per child 
Paper cut outs 1 of the following per child, Jairus (appendix DD), Jesus 
(appendix E), the sick woman (appendix F) and Jairus’ daughter 
(appendix EE) 
Crayons 
Tape 
 
Tell the children that today they are going to make puppets so that they 
can tell the story they heard today at home.  Have the children color the 
paper cut outs.  Then tape the sticks on the back of the paper cut outs. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Crackers and juice 
 
Have the children serve the crackers and juice to each other just like the 
people in the story who served the snack to Jairus’ daughter when Jesus 
made her better. 
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Lesson 16  Jesus Walks on the Water 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 6:45-51 
 
Story Idea: 
Story illustrations 
 
Materials Needed: 
5 story illustrations (1 per verse) on a half sheet of paper with one half 
folded over the top to hide the picture (See appendix GG) 
 
Ask the children if they have ever been to a lake or ocean.  Ask them 
what they like to do at the lake.  Tell them that today they are going to 
hear a story about what Jesus did one time when he was at a lake.  Read 
the Bible story aloud to the children.  Have 1 child open up the story 
illustration for each verse.  Ask the children if they can walk on top of 
water. Ask the children why Jesus could walk on water. Remind the 
children that Jesus was not just an ordinary man, he was God’s son. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus is powerful and can even walk on water. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“…About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on 
the lake…” Mark 6:48 b NIV 
“…About three o'clock in the morning he came to them, walking on the 
water…” Mark 6:48 b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Walking on the water 
 
Materials Needed: 
Blue paper cut into foot prints 
Masking tape 
 
Before the lesson, tape the foot prints on the floor around the room in a 
circular pattern, about 1 foot or 30 centimeters apart.  Tell the children to 
pretend that the blue paper is the water.  Let them pretend to walk on the 
water like Jesus did.  Tell them that they can’t step on the floor, only the 
“water”.  After everyone walks let them try to jump from footprint to 
footprint. 
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Craft Center: 
Jesus Walks on water cut & paste picture 
 
Materials Needed 
1 Jesus paper cut out (see Appendix E), per child 
2 strips of blue paper cut into a wave pattern, the length of 1 sheet of 
paper, per child 
1 boat paper cut out (see Appendix EEE), per child 
1 sail paper cut out (see Appendix FFF), per child 
3 disciple paper cut outs (see Appendices F, H and I), per child 
1 sheet of paper, per child 
Glue 
Crayons 
 
Have each child glue the 2 strips of blue wave paper along the bottom of 
their sheet of paper. Have each child glue the boat in 1 corner of the 
paper, on top of the waves.  Next, have each child glue the sail on the 
boat and the disciples in the boat.  Finally have the children glue Jesus 
walking on the water. If you have extra time, have the children color the 
sky and use the picture to retell the story. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Water & crackers 
  
Tell the children that today we will be drinking water to remind us that 
Jesus is powerful and can even walk on water. 
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Lesson 17  Jesus Heals the Deaf Man 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 7: 31-37 
  
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
 
Materials Needed: 
Biblical costumes for the deaf man and for Jesus (such as a towel & a 
rope for a head dress or robe & or large shirt). 
 
Ask the children to be very quiet and listen to the noises around them. 
Ask the children what were some of the things they heard. Then, ask 
them to imagine what it would be like if they could not hear. Tell them that 
today’s story is about a man who could not hear. Ask for 2 volunteers to 
help you tell the story. Put the volunteers into costumes.  Have the 
children act out the story while you read it. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus heals 
 
Memory Verse: 
…"He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf 
hear and the mute speak." Mark 7:37b NIV 
 
"Everything he does is wonderful. He even heals those who are deaf and 
mute."  Mark 7:37b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Name that Sound 
 
Remind the children that the man in the story could not hear until Jesus 
healed him.  Discuss some of the sounds that the man might have heard 
once Jesus made his ears all better.  Tell the children that today they will 
use their ears to listen to different sounds that you will make. Then, they 
will guess the name of the noise you are making.  Make different sounds 
(such as a cat, dog, train, phone, cry, etc.) and have the kids guess the 
name of each sound. 
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Craft Center: 
Noise Makers 
Materials Needed: 
Paper or Styrofoam cups, 1 per child 
Dried mongo beans (or other dried beans), 1 small handful per child 
Rubber band, 1 per child 
Wax paper  
Crayons 
Sticker (optional) 
 
Have the children decorate their cups.  Then have the children place a 
small handful of dried beans in their cups.  Next, place a piece of wax 
paper over the top.  Fasten the wax paper to the cup with a rubber band.  
Have the child shake the cup so that he/she can make music and thank 
God, just like the man that Jesus healed might have done. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Chips 
Serve chips and have the children describe the sounds they hear while 
they eat them.  Discuss the gift of hearing that God gave the deaf man in 
the story and has given all of them.   
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Lesson 18   Jesus Feeds 4,000 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 8:1-10  
 
Story Idea: 
Materials Needed: 
Small paper cut outs of bread (at least 21), grouped by 7 and held 
together with paper clips (see Appendix ). 
Small paper cut outs of fish (at least 9), grouped by 3 and held together 
with paper clips (see Appendix ). 
Baskets 
 
Ask the children to help you tell the story.  Read Verse 1 and have them 
rub their tummies because they people had nothing to eat.  Read verse 2 
and have them make sad faces because Jesus had compassion/felt sad 
because the people were hungry.  Read verse 3 and have them collapse 
like Jesus said the people might do on the way home because they are 
so hungry.  Read verse 4 and have the children look around for a place 
to buy bread like the disciples did.  Read verse 5 and have the children 
count your seven loaves of bread just like the disciples did.  Read verse 
6, take the paper clip off the bread. Then have the children pass it around 
to each other.  Explain to the children how a miracle happened that 7 
small loaves of bread were enough to feed so many people.  Read verse 
7 take the paper clip off the fish. Then have the children pass it around to 
each other.  Explain to the children how a miracle happened that a few 
fish were enough to feed so many people.  Read verse 8 and have the 
children collect the left over bread and fish in baskets, like the disciples 
did.  Read verse 9 and 10 and have the children wave goodbye, because 
at the end of the story Jesus left on a boat.  Tell the children that Jesus 
cared that the people were hungry and that Jesus cares about 
everybody. 
 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus cares about everybody 
 
Memory Verse: 
"I have compassion for these people..”  Mark 8:2a NIV 
"I feel sorry for these people…”  Mark 8:2a NLT 
 
Game Center 
Materials needed: 
Rolls (Pandesal) 
Baskets 
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Have the children toss the rolls and try to get them in the baskets.  
Remind the children that in the story Jesus cared about all the people 
and gave them enough bread to eat so that they even had leftovers.   
 
Snack Center : 
Snack idea 1:  fish shaped sandwiches.  Cut bread into a shape of a fish.  
Cover with peanut butter.  Place a raisin on the fish for the “eye”. 
 
Craft Center: 
Materials needed: 
Paper plates with ¼ cut out (like a slice of pizza) and with the cut out 
piece stapled to the other end of the plat to make a fish tale.  
Marker 
Crayons 
Cut out fish eye 
Glue 
  
  Have the children glue the eye onto the fish and decorate them. Write 
Jesus cares about everybody on the bottom of the fish. Practice saying 
the key idea and memory verse. 
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Lesson 19   Jesus Heals the Blind Man  
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 8:22-26 
 
Story Idea: 
Story Dolls 
 
Materials needed: 
2 small dolls (one to be Jesus, one to be the blind man) 
Use the dolls to act out the story. 
 
Key Idea:   
Jesus made the blind man see. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Once more Jesus put his hands on the man's eyes. Then his eyes were 
opened, his sight was restored…”  Mark 8:25a NIV 
 
“Then Jesus placed his hands over the man's eyes again. As the man 
stared intently, his sight was completely restored…”  Mark 8:25a NIV 
 
Game Center: 
Healed Eyes 
Materials needed: 
Small squirt gun filled with water 
 
Have one child be Jesus.  Have another child be the blind man with 
his/her hands over his/her eyes. Then, have the “Jesus” child spray the 
hands of the “blind man”.  Then the “blind man” can open his/her eyes 
and see.  Remind the kids that this is like the story today, how Jesus put 
spit in his hand and touched the eyes of the blind man and then he could 
see. 
 
Craft Center: 
Blind Man Paper Doll 
 
Materials need: 
Paper with a face of a man (see appendix HH), 1 per child 
Paper, 1 per child 
Crayons 
Scissors 
Masking tape 
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Have the children color the blind man’s face.  Then trace the children’s 
hands.  Cut out the hands and tape them at the side of the face.  The 
children can make Jesus touch the kid’s eyes and the hands can fold 
back so that the blind man can see.   
 
Snack Idea: 
Banana Eyes 
 
Slice bananas and stick chocolate candies on the bananas using peanut 
butter.  Tell the kids that these snacks look like eyes and that those eyes 
are to remind us of the eyes that Jesus made better.   
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Lesson 20 Jesus Is The Christ 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 8: 27-30  
 
Story Idea: 
Object Lesson 
 
Materials needed: 
Several cups with decorations on them (such as stickers, drawings, 
ribbons, etc.) 
One plain cup 
Small prizes (1 per child) such as stickers or candy 
 
Tell the children that there are some cups hiding in the room and that you 
think that they are probably fancy looking cups.  Ask the children if they 
can find them for you.  Meanwhile, have a plain cup in your lap or next to 
you.  After the kids find all the cups have them come back to you and 
look at them together.  Discuss how they all look one by one and say 
after each one, “This is not the cup I am looking for.”  Then, point out the 
plain cup and how it was right here in front of us all along.  Talk about 
how the cup looks just like any other ordinary cup, but it is a special cup 
because inside it has a little present for each one of them.  Tell them that 
tonight’s story is like the cups.  All the people in the Bible were looking for 
the Christ, the person who was going to save them.  They were looking 
everywhere and they had all kinds of ideas of what Christ would look like.  
Finally Peter recognized that Jesus was the Christ.  Read the scripture 
verses to the kids.   
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus is the Christ 
 
Memory Verse: 
“…You are the Christ."  Mark 8: 29 b NIV 
"…You are the Messiah."  Mark 8:29 b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Jesus Gifts 
Materials need:  1 paper cut out of Jesus (see appendix E) wrapped in 
Christmas wrapping paper per child 
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Place the wrapped gifts on one side of the room.  Have the kids line up 
on the other side of the room. Have each child take a turn running to the 
other side of the room and picking out a gift.  Have each child open their 
gifts altogether.  As they look at the paper Jesus inside, remind them that 
Jesus is like a gift.  He is God’s son and God sent him to us as a gift on 
Christmas day.  Remind them that Jesus came to save us and that when 
we tell God that we are sorry for the wrong things that we do we can then 
ask Jesus to forgive us and live in us.  He can be our special friend and 
the person in charge of our lives.  Then, one day we can live in heaven 
with him. 
 
Craft Center: 
Savior of the World Paintings  
 
Materials needed: 
Paper plate with a picture of the world (See Appendix II) drawn on it, 1 
per child 
Blue and green water based paint 
Paintbrushes 
Paper cut out of Jesus (see Appendix E), 1 per child 
Glue 
Crayons 
 
Have the children paint the map on the paper plate with the blue and 
green paint.  Color the paper Jesus. Then, have them glue Jesus on the 
paper plate.  Tell the kids that this project is to remind them that Jesus 
came to save everyone in the world. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Cookies and Juice 
Tell them that Jesus, the Christ is sweet just like cookies and juice are 
sweet.   
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Lesson 21    Follow Jesus 
 
Reference Verses: 
Mark 8:34-38  
 
Story Idea: 
Story Drama 
 
Materials Needed: 
A male volunteer dressed in a Biblical costume (such as a robe) 
 
Tell the students that today they are going to pretend to travel back in 
time, back to the time when Jesus was on earth and they will get to 
pretend to sit in the crowd and see Jesus speaking. Have the children 
watch as the volunteer reads or recites the story while acting like Jesus. 
 
Key Idea: 
Follow Jesus 
 
Memory Verse: 
“…If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” Mark 8: 34 b NIV 
 
"…If any of you wants to be my follower," he told them, "you must put 
aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow me.” Mark 
8:34b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Follow Jesus 
 
Remind the children that in today’s story we learned that we need to 
follow Jesus.  Tell them that in our game we will have one person pretend 
to be Jesus and the other children will follow him around.  The “Jesus” 
might want to run, jump, skip, crawl or do another action around the 
room. 
 
Craft Center: 
Mini crosses 
 
Materials Needed: 
Popsicle sticks 
Glue  
Washable paint with brushes or crayons 
Glitter or small stickers (optional) 
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Tell the children that in today’s memory verse it says to take up your 
cross and follow Jesus.  Tell them that today we will make little crosses to 
remind us to always follow Jesus.  Have the children glue together the 
popsicle sticks in the shape of a cross.  Then have the children decorate 
them (with paint or crayons and glitter or stickers). 
 
Snack Idea: 
Bread stick crosses 
Take 2 bread sticks and attach them together in the shape of a cross with 
peanut butter.   
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Lesson 22   Jesus Is God’s Son   
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 9:2-13  
 
Story Idea: 
Mini Puppets 
 
Materials Needed: 
1. Mountain made of clay or play dough 
2. Jesus paper cut out (see Appendix E) glued to a popsicle stick (or 
other stick.  One side should have Jesus in colored clothes and on the 
other side there should be a cut out of Jesus where he is all white. 
3. Moses paper cut out (see Appendix JJ) glued to a popsicle stick 
4. Elijah paper cut out (see Appendix KK) glued to a popsicle stick 
5. Peter paper cut out (see Appendix F) glued to a popsicle stick 
6. James paper cut out (see Appendix H) glued to a popsicle stick 
7. John paper cut out (see Appendix I) glued to a popsicle stick 
 
Tell the children that you are going to need some help telling this story.  
Then pass out the Biblical characters on sticks to the children.  Tell them 
that today’s story is about a trip up a mountain and show them the 
mountain.  Before you start read the story, ask the text to listen carefully 
for the special message that God gives to his disciples in the story.   
Then, read the Bible text to the children.  While you are reading have the 
children use the Biblical characters on sticks to help you act out the story 
(such as have them make Jesus and the 3 disciples walk up the 
mountain).  Ask the children what the special message is that God gives 
the disciples.  Finish this week’s story by reviewing with them the 
memory verse. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus is God’s son. 
 
Memory Verse: 
"…This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!"  Mark 9:7b NIV 
"…This is my beloved Son. Listen to him."  Mark 9:7b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Obstacle Course 
 
Materials Needed: 
Step or chair 
Masking tape 
Paper 
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Set up ahead of time an obstacle course.  Use masking tape to make a 
line for the children to crawl on.  Then use paper and masking tape to 
stick down “stones” for the children to jump from one to the other.  Next 
place a line of tape across the room at knee height for the children to 
crawl under.  Finally use a chair or step to be the “mountain” for the 
children to climb. For the game demonstrate for the children how to go 
through the obstacle course.  When you finally reach the mountain, like 
the mountain in the story, say the special message from God, which is 
this week’s memory verse.  Then, have each child take turns, complete 
the obstacle course, and say the memory verse from the mountain. 
 
Craft Center: 
Mini puppets 
Materials Needed: 
Popsicle sticks or other small sticks, 5 per child 
Moses (see Appendix JJ), Elijah (see Appendix KK), Peter (see appendix 
F), James (see Appendix H) and John paper cut outs (see Appendix I), 1 
of each per child 
2 Paper cut outs of Jesus (see Appendix E) per child 
Crayons 
Tape 
 
Tell the children that today they will make their own mini puppets so that 
they can tell today’s bible story at home.  Have the children color all the 
paper cut outs except one of the Jesus paper cut outs.  Then have them 
tape a stick to the back of each paper cut out. Have the children put both 
Jesus paper cut outs back to back on the same stick (so that one side 
shows the Jesus in colored clothes and the other sided shows an all 
white Jesus).  When they are finished they can practice telling the story. 
 
Snack Idea: 
White bread with butter 
 
Remind the children that in today’s story Jesus clothes turned all white.  
So, today we are going to eat white bread to remind us that Jesus is 
special, he is God’s son. 
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Lesson 23:     Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
 
Scripture Reference: 
Mark 10:46-52  
 
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
Materials Needed: Dress up clothes for Jesus, Bartamaeus, and his 
friend (such as a towel, robe, shirt, etc.) 
 
Ask the children what they think it would be like if they couldn’t see.  Tell 
the children that today’s story is about a man who couldn’t see.  Have 
one child volunteer to be Jesus, one to be Bartamaeus, and one to be his 
friend. As you read the story, have the child volunteers act the story out. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus heals 
 
Memory Verse: 
 "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received 
his sight”  Mark 10:52a NIV 
 
“And Jesus said to him, "Go your way. Your faith has healed you." And 
instantly the blind man could see!”  Mark 10:52a NLT 
 
Game Center:  
Blindfold Walk 
Materials Needed:  
Blindfold 
 
Have one child put on the blindfold. Explain to the child that he/she will 
go for a walk with a blind fold on so that he/she can’t see.  This is a little 
bit what it was like for Bartimaeus to walk around because he couldn’t 
see until Jesus healed him.  Then, have another child and the teacher 
take the hands of the child and lead him/her around the classroom on a 
short walk.  At the end say, “you are healed”, and take the blindfold off. 
Give each child a turn being blind Bartimaeus.   
 
Craft Center:  
Bartimaeus Faces 
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Materials needed:  
Paper cut into the shape of faces (1 per child) 
2 paper cut outs of open eyes per child (see appendix LL)   
2 paper cut outs of closed eyes per child (see appendix MM) 
Crayons 
Glue 
 
Tell the children that today they are going to make a Bartimaeus face.  
On one side of the face will be when Bartimaeus is blind.  On the blind 
side we will glue closed eyes on his face.  On the other side we will make 
Bartimaeus after Jesus healed him and he could see.  So, on that side 
we will glue on open eyes.  They will also need to draw the rest of 
Bartimaeus’-his nose, mouth and hair.  Then when the children are all 
finished they can use their pictures to tell the story of Bartimaeus to their 
parents. 
 
Snack idea:  
Open face sandwiches 
 
Materials needed: 
Bread 
Peanut butter 
Banana   
Apple 
Make sandwiches with peanut butter and two slices of bananas for eyes 
and a thin slice of an apple for a mouth (optional). 
 
Ask the children what happened to the man in the story today.  Tell them 
that for today’s snack they will have sandwiches with open eyes to 
remind them of how Jesus made the blind man better. 
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Lesson 24  Palm Sunday  
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 11:1-10 
 
Story Idea:  
Act out the story 
 
Materials needed: 
Palm branches, real or made out of paper 
“Cloaks”, robes or large shirts 
“Donkey”, a broom, with a paper cut out of a donkey head (see appendix 
NN) attached to one end 
 
Show the students the “donkey”.  Ask them if they know what he is.  Tell 
them that he is a donkey and that Jesus rides on him in today’s story. 
Ask for volunteers to help you act out the story. You will need 1 Jesus, 2 
disciples, 1 man/woman, and the rest of the children can be the crowd.  
Have the man/woman and the donkey stand on one end of the room.  
Have Jesus stand in the front of the class with the disciples.  Have the 
rest of the children be the crowd and sit down.  Read the story and have 
the children act it out. When you get to the end of verse 7, pass out the 
cloaks and palm branches to the crowd. Have the crowd lay them in a 
row for Jesus and the donkey to walk on.  Have other crowd members 
wave their palm branches.  After you read verses 9 and 10 have all the 
children shout “hosanna!” 
 
Key Idea: 
King Jesus has come. 
 
Memory Verse:   
"…Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  Mark 
11:9b NIV 
 
"Praise God! Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord!”  Mark 
11:9b NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Donkey ride 
 
Materials needed: 
Donkey (from the story activity above) 
Palm branches (from the story above) 
 
Ask the children if anyone remembers the way Jesus came into 
Jerusalem in today’s story.  Tell them that in today’s game they will 
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pretend to be Jesus and ride the donkey into Jerusalem while everyone 
else waves palm branches. Let each child take a ride across the 
classroom while the other children wave palm branches and shout 
hosanna.  
  
Craft Center: 
Palm branch rubbings 
 
Materials need: 
Palm leaves (or you can substitute with a long piece of a fern) 1 per 
every child or every two children  
White paper 
Green crayons 
Child safety scissors 
 
Tell the children that today they will make their own palm branches that 
they can use to worship God.  Have the children lay the palm branch flat 
on the table. Then, have the kids put their piece of paper on top of the 
palm branch.  Next, have the children rub the crayon over the paper (an 
image of the palm branch should appear).  Finally, have the children cut 
out their pictures of palm branches.  If you have time, let the children sing 
a worship song and wave their palm branches. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Easter Eggs 
1 hard boiled egg per child with decorations (such as coloring or stickers) 
on the shell 
 
Ask the children if they have ever seen an Easter egg. Tell them that 
today they will be eating Easter eggs for snack.  Tell the children that 
today’s story about Palm Sunday starts the Easter week. 
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Lesson 25   Love God, Love People  
 
Reference Verses 
Mark 12:28-34 
 
Story Idea:   
Materials needed:  
Large paper heart with the word “God” written in the center and pictures 
representing mind, soul, and strength, on the heart hidden under a flap 
and a picture of people on the back (see Appendix FFF). 
 
Read the scripture to the children and have them open the flaps showing 
the “mind” “soul” and “strength” pictures as you read about them.  Then, 
have the children flip the heart over to find the picture of the people on 
the back.  Finish by discussing with the children ways we can show God 
and our neighbors that we love them. 
 
Key idea: 
Love God and love people. 
 
Memory Verse: 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.”  Mark 12:30 NIV 
 
“And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your mind, and all your strength.”  Mark 12:30 NLT 
 
 
Game Center: 
Ring Toss 
 
Materials Needed:  
1 soda bottle with a heart shaped sign that says “God” 
1 soda bottle with a heart shaped sign that says “people” 
Several cardboard rings  
 
Have the children take turns tossing the rings onto the bottles.  Remind 
them that we should love God and love people. 
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Craft Center: 
Mark 12:30 mobile 
 
Materials needed 
2 Sticks tied together in a cross shape with a string attached to the 
middle from which to hang it 
Paper cutout showing a picture representing a “heart” (see appendix OO) 
with a string attached  
Paper cutout showing a picture representing a “mind” (see appendix PP) 
with a string attached 
Paper cutout showing a picture representing a “soul” (See appendix QQ) 
with a string attached 
Paper cutout showing a picture representing “strength” (See appendix 
RR) with a string attached  
Paper cutout with the words “Love the Lord your God with all…” (See 
appendix SS) 
 
Tell the children that today we are going to make a mobile that will 
remind us of today’s memory verse.  Pass out to the children one of each 
of the paper cut outs.  Have the children color the papers.  When they are 
finished coloring, tie the pictures onto the cross shaped sticks.  Have the 
children look at their mobiles and practice reciting their memory verses. 
 
Snack Idea: 
Heart shaped peanut butter and jelly sandwich 
 
Pass out the sandwiches and ask the children what is its shape.  Discuss 
how the heart shape reminds us of today’s story. 
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Lesson 26   The First Communion  
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 14:12-26 
 
Story Idea: 
Stained Glass Windows  
 
Materials Needed: 
Communion Stained Glass Windows (see Appendix GGG) 
 
Ask the children if they have ever seen bread and juice being passed 
around in church.  Tell the children that in today’s story they will learn 
why we do this.  Tel the children that some churches use stained glass 
windows to tell Bible stories. Ask for volunteers to help you hold up the 
different stained glass windows that illustrate the story as you read it.   
 
Key Idea:   
Communion reminds us that Jesus died for us. 
 
Memory Verse:   
“Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, "Take it; this is my body." Mark 14:22b NIV 
 
“Jesus took a loaf of bread and asked God's blessing on it. Then he 
broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, "Take it, for this is 
my body."  
Mark 14:22 NLT 
 
Game Center: 
Bread Toss 
 
Materials needed:  
1 roll (pandesal) 
Music (from a CD, radio, or a person singing) 
 
Ask the children what the disciples did in today’s story (Answer: ate 
dinner with Jesus).  Remind them that one of the things that they ate was 
bread.  Tell them that today we will play a silly bread game.  Have the 
children sit in a circle.   Then pass the bread around in the circle while 
music is playing.  When the music stops, whoever is holding the roll must 
sit in the middle of the circle until someone else is caught with the roll and 
will replace him/her.  Repeat the game as many times as you like. 
 
 
Craft Center: 
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Stained Glass Window Pictures 
 
Materials need: 
1 paper cut out of a wine glass per child (see appendix TT) 
1 paper cut out of a piece of bread per child (see appendix UU) 
1 window frame cut out per child (see appendix VV) 
4 window pane cut outs per child (see appendix WW) 
Glue 
½ sheet of paper per child 
 
Ask the children if they have ever seen a stained glass window.  Tell 
them that some churches have stained glass windows to remind them of 
special stories in the Bible.  Tell the children that today they will make 
their very own picture of a stained glass window to remind them of 
today’s Bible story.  First, have the children glue the 4 window pains onto 
the half sheet of paper.  Next, have them glue on the window frame.  
Finally, have the children glue on the cup and the bread.   
 
Snack Idea:   
Bread and grape juice 
 
Serve the children the bread and ask them what Jesus said about the 
bread he served his disciples.  Discuss what Jesus meant when he said 
“this is my body.”  Serve the grape juice to the kids.  Ask them what 
Jesus said to his disciples when he gave them the wine and discuss His 
meaning. 
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Lesson 27   Jesus Died And Came Back To Life 
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 14:43-65 & 15:1- 16:7 Because of the length of the story we have 
summarized it from the NIV as follows: 
 

Just after the special Passover dinner that Jesus had with his 
disciples, he went to a garden with some of his disciples to pray.  While 
he was in the Garden, Judas came and kissed Jesus.  He did this to 
show the soldiers who Jesus was.  The soldiers arrested Jesus.  This 
made his disciples angry.  Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong.  Why were 
they arresting him? Jesus told them that this was happening for a reason, 
just like the scriptures had said it would happen.  The disciples were 
scared so they ran away.   

The soldiers took Jesus away.  They took him to the high priests.  
They made up lies about why they thought Jesus was bad.  Finally they 
asked him if he was the Son of God.  Jesus said yes.  The men became 
very angry.  They hit Jesus and spit on him.  Then they took him to see 
Pilate, the Roman Governor.  Pilate asked him if he was the king of the 
Jews.  Jesus said, “yes.”  Pilate could tell that the priests arrested Jesus 
because they were envious and wanted to feel more important than 
Jesus.  Pilate asked the people in the crowd what he should do with 
Jesus.  The people said that he should kill him on a cross!   

Pilate gave the people what they wanted.  He ordered the soldiers 
to hurt Jesus and take him away to be crucified.  The soldiers put a 
crown of prickly thorns on his head and made fun of Jesus.  Then they 
made a man named Simon carry a heavy cross up to a place called 
Golgotha. 

When they got to Golgotha the soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross.  
Then they played a game to see who could keep Jesus’ clothes!  They 
were so mean to Jesus.  They put a sign on the cross over his head that 
said, “King of the Jews.” 
People in the crowd saw it and didn’t know who Jesus really was.  They 
made fun of him.  Two other criminals were on crosses next to Jesus.  
They made fun of Jesus, too.  Jesus called out to God.  Then he 
breathed his last breath and he died.   When one of the Roman soldiers 
saw how he died he said, this man really was God’s son!” 

After he died, a man named Joseph from Aramathea asked Pilate 
if he could have Jesus’ body.  Then he took Jesus body, wrapped it up in 
clothes and put him in a tomb that had been carved out of a rock.  Then 
they closed the tomb by putting a huge rock in front of the opening. 

 
Very early on Sunday morning, Mary the mother of James, Mary 

Magdalene and Salome went to the tomb.  They wanted to put spices on 
Jesus’ body.  When they got to the tomb they found that the stone was 
rolled away.  When they looked in side they found a surprise!  They saw 
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a man in white clothes.  It was an angel.  He told them not to be afraid.  
He also said that Jesus, whom they were looking for was gone.  He had 
risen!  He was not dead.  He was alive again!  “See where they put him?” 
the angel asked.  “His burial clothes are still here, but his body is gone.   
Go and tell Peter and the other disciples what you saw here.”  Jesus was 
not dead he is alive! 
 
Story Idea: 
Story Box 
 
Materials Needed: 
1 cardboard box (such as a shoe box) 
1 picture illustrating the arrest of Jesus (see Appendix XX) 
1 picture illustrating the trial of Jesus (see Appendix YY) 
1 picture illustrating the road to the crucifixion of Jesus (see Appendix 
ZZ) 
1 picture illustrating the death of Jesus on the cross (see Appendix AAA) 
1 picture illustrating the burial of Jesus (see Appendix BBB) 
1 picture illustrating the empty tomb (see Appendix CCC) 
1 glue or tape 
 
Prepare the story box ahead of time by gluing or taping each picture onto 
a different side of the story box. 
 
Tell the children that today you are going to tell them the most important 
story in the Bible.  Ask the children if they know what that story is.  Tell 
the children that today’s story is about how Jesus died and came back to 
life.  Show the children the story box.  Tell them that it is a special box 
that will help you tell today’s story.  Use the pictures on the box to 
illustrate today’s story. 
 
Key Idea: 
Jesus died for us and lives again! 
 
Memory Verse:   
"You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen!”  Mark 16:6b NIV 
“You are looking for Jesus, the Nazarene, who was crucified. He isn't 
here! He has been raised from the dead!” Mark 16:6b NIV 
 
 
Game Center: 
Cross Bridge 
Materials needed 
Large piece of paper (such as cartolina or poster paper) cut into the 
shape of a cross or a cross built out of 2x4 pieces of wood 
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Masking tape 
Make 2 lines of masking tape about 1 meter long on the floor parallel to 
each other. Leave a gap in between them a little smaller than the link of 
your paper (or wooden) cross. 
 
Have all the children stand on one side of the masking tape.  Tell them to 
pretend that the side of the tape that they are standing on is the earth 
and on the other side of the tape is heaven.  Tell them that you are so 
sad because there is no way to get there. Then “find” the cross.  Tell 
them that you can use the cross to make a bridge so that you can get to 
heaven.  Walk across the bridge.  Let all the children take a turn walking 
across the bridge.  Talk about how Jesus’ death on the cross makes a 
way for us to go to heaven.  Then let the children try different ways of 
walking across the bridge such as jumping, running, on tip toes, etc.  
Explain to the kids that while they may use different ways of traveling on 
the bridge, there is still only one way to get to heaven and that is by the 
cross. 
 
Craft Center: 
Mosaic Salvation Crosses 
 
Materials need: 
1 brown paper cross per child 
1 black paper triangle per child 
1 red paper rectangle per child 
1 white paper rectangle per child 
1 green paper square per child 
1 yellow paper rectangle per child (all of the shapes should be small 
enough to fit together inside the paper cross) 
Glue 
 

Tell the children that today they will be making crosses to remind 
them of how a person can be saved by Jesus. (Note: While doing this 
craft you may want to pass out each paper to be glued on just before you 
want the children to glue them on, rather than passing out all the papers 
at once.  This way you can discuss the meaning behind each paper, 
instead of having the children busy gluing them all together themselves). 
Pass out the crosses.  

 Ask the children who died on the cross for their sins (or the wrong 
things that they do).   Have the children glue the black triangle on the top 
of the cross.  Tell them that the black paper reminds us that we all have 
sinned or done bad things that make Jesus sad.  

Discuss examples of sin. Have the children glue on the red paper 
square.  Tell the children that the red paper is to remind us that Jesus 
died on the cross to pay the price for our sins.  Ask the children what 
happens when they do something wrong (such as disobey a parent).  Tell 
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them that those are all examples of punishment.  Explain to the children 
that the Bible says that whenever anyone sins, or does something that 
God says is wrong, that the punishment for that sin is death. That means 
that everyone has to die for the wrong things that they do.  But, God 
loved us so much that he sent his son, Jesus, to die for us instead. This 
means that instead of us having to die as punishment for our sins, Jesus 
died and took the punishment for us.  Now, when we ask God to forgive 
us and tell him that we believe that Jesus died for us, we don’t have to 
die.  

Have the children glue on the white paper. Tell the children that 
the white paper reminds us that when we ask God to forgive us for all the 
wrong things we do, he will!  He makes us feel clean like clean white 
paper.  

Have the children glue the green paper on their cross. Ask the 
children what color are most new plants. Tell the children that the green 
paper reminds us of the new life that we have when we decide to ask 
God to forgive us and decide to follow Jesus.   Explain to the children that 
when we ask God to forgive us and he makes us feel clean, like the white 
paper, then we won’t live the same way.  Instead, we become like new 
people and we can live each day asking God to help us not to do wrong 
things.   

Pass out the yellow paper to the children.  Tell them that the 
yellow paper reminds us of heaven where the Bible says the streets are 
like gold.  Explain to the children, that while everyone’s body dies, their 
spirits can live forever in heaven.  This happens when we ask God to 
forgive us of our sins and decide to have a new life where Jesus is the 
one in charge of our lives. 
 
Snack Center: 
Salvation color snack 
 
Ingredients: one of the following foods per child 
Black food (such as a raisin) 
Red food (such as a piece of candy) 
White food (such as a cracker) 
Green food (such as a piece of celery) 
Yellow food (such as a piece of a banana) 
Serve the children the snack food and remind them of the salvation story.  
See the directions for the craft center for the meaning behind each color 
in the salvation snack. 
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Lesson 28  Tell About Jesus 
 
Reference Verses:  
Mark 16:9-20 
 
Story Idea: 
Act Out The Story 
 
Materials Needed: 
Biblical costume for Jesus (such as a robe) 
 
Ask the children if they have ever been surprised.  Tell the children that in 
today’s story the disciples get a big surprise.  Ask for volunteers to help 
you act out today’s story.  You will need someone to be Jesus and 
someone to be Mary Magdalene.  The rest of the children can be the 
disciples.  Have the children act out the story as you read it to them.  
 
Key Idea:  
Tell other people about Jesus! 
 
Memory Verse 
"…Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”   
Mark 16:15b NIV 
 
“…Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone, 
everywhere.”  Mark 16:15b 
 
Game Center: 
Go Go Go! 
Tell the children that missionaries tell people about Jesus, but that most 
missionaries leave their homeland to tell them.  Ask the children to think 
of ways that people travel.  Have the children line up shoulder to 
shoulder.  Have them go across the room in a designated fashion (run, 
jump, crawl, walk, pretend to drive, pretend to fly, pretend to ride on a 
train, etc.).  When they get to the other side, have them share the good 
news by saying, “Jesus loves you!”  Repeat. 
 
Craft Center: 
Tracks  
 
Materials need: 
Sample track 
Watercolor paints 
Water in cups or bowls 
Crayons  
Paper, 1 sheet per child 
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Show the children the track and ask them if they know what it is.  Tell the 
children that a track is a piece of paper that tells the good news of Jesus. 
Explain to them that Christians sometimes use tracks to help tell people 
about Jesus. Inform the children that today they will get to make their 
own “track” or paper that shows a picture about the good news of Jesus.  
Tell the children that they can give their track to someone and tell that 
person about Jesus. 
 
Snack Idea: 
International snack 
 
Serve a snack from a different country (such as Thai noodles to be eaten 
with chopsticks) and talk about how missionaries go to other countries to 
tell other people about Jesus.   
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Appendix AA People With Hearts 
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Young Kids Bible Club/ Sunday School Curriculum: Mark  is ideal for use 
in the Sunday school classroom.  It is designed for children ages 2-6 and 
is a great way to introduce the life and teachings of Jesus to small 
children.  This curriculum is hands-on interactive fun created with young 
wiggly children in mind.  Each of the 29 lessons includes a story straight 
from the book of Mark, a memory verse, a game idea, a craft idea and a 
snack idea all related to the lesson’s theme.  Children are sure to enjoy 
the quick pace and interactive lessons while learning more about Jesus! 
 
  
 
 


